
I.E.P.T.O. COMMITTEE DESCRIPTIONS 2010-2011

ADVERTISING

New for the 2010-2011 school year, the IEPTO offered local businesses and organizations the opportunity to support the IEPTO by 
advertising in our annual Benson and Franzen School Directory which is distributed each September. All of the money collected 
from these ads support the many IEPTO events throughout the year. This committee solicits local businesses and designs the ad 
pages for the directory.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW Spring/SummerTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

ASSEMBLIES

The IEPTO sponsors several school assemblies each year at both Benson and Franzen. Working in close collaboration with the 
Principals from both schools, this committee selects and coordinates these educational and fun assemblies. This committee 
begins research in late spring or summer for the following school year.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

BABYSITTING

The IEPTO offers free babysitting during all of our meetings courtesy of Peacock Middle School students earning their community 
service hours.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER

Two holiday Bake Sale fundraisers are hosted each year at Benson at the Kindergarten and 2nd Grade Winter Music programs in 
December. For this fundraiser, donations of baked goods are provided by IEPTO parents to be offered to those attending these 
events for a monetary donation. A raffle prize drawing generally occurs in tandem with the bake sale. Additional volunteers are 
needed to bake and to assist at these evening events.

Fundraiser?BENSON

LOW WinterTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

BIRTHDAY BOOK CLUB

To celebrate each student's birthday and encourage reading, the IEPTO presents all Benson and Franzen students with a book 
each year. Around their birthday, students select a book of their choice from a pre-selected, age-appropriate assortment located in 
each school library. New for the 2010-2011 school year, we will coordinate a gently used book drive in the spring to help 
supplement the book collections.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

BOOK FAIR-BENSON

Every Fall and Spring, a 3-4 day Scholastic book fair is offered at Benson to provide students with reasonably-priced books for 
enjoyment and learning at home. Students attend the book fair during normal school hours with their class, along with the book fair 
being open during the last evening enabling parents to attend (coinciding with Curriculum Night and Celebration of Learning). 
Parents also have the opportunity to assist in fulfilling Teacher Wish Lists by purchasing and donating books for their child's 
classroom. Many additional volunteers are needed to help set-up the book fair, assist students during school hours and assist in 
sales during the evening event.

Fundraiser?BENSON

HIGH Spring and FallTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

BOOK FAIR-FRANZEN

Every Fall and Spring, a 3-4 day Scholastic book fair is offered at Franzen to provide student’s with reasonably-priced books for 
enjoyment and learning at home. Students attend the book fair during normal school hours with their class, along with the book fair 
being open during the last evening enabling parents to attend (coinciding with Curriculum Night and Celebration of Learning). 
Parents also have the opportunity to assist in fulfilling Teacher Wish Lists by purchasing and donating books for their child's 
classroom. Many additional volunteers are needed to help set-up the book fair, assist students during school hours and assist in 
sales during the evening event.

Fundraiser?FRANZEN

HIGH Spring and FallTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

CAMPBELLS/BOX TOPS FUNDRAISER

Parents are encouraged to collect Campbell’s Labels for Education and Box Tops for Education. This committee collects, prepares 
and submits these rebates year round as an ongoing IEPTO fundraiser.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:



CHARACTER COUNTS

The Character Counts Program is one of the ways our schools and the IEPTO strive to promote the six pillars of character--
Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship. The IEPTO Character Counts committee meets with 
representatives from other Itasca schools, community groups, businesses and organizations to discuss ways to continue to 
encourage and promote these six pillars of character. Meetings are typically held once a quarter on Wednesday evenings from 
5:15-6:15 PM at the Itasca School District #10 office. IEPTO representatives on this committee are asked to report back to the 
IEPTO Board, parents and school representatives at the following IEPTO meetings.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

CLASSROOM HOLIDAY PARTIES

Each classroom at Benson and Franzen hosts a Halloween and Holiday party for the students, organized and led by four volunteer 
parents. These parents should work together as a team as no one is designated as the "head parent". To volunteer, sign up at the 
August IEPTO Welcome Evening. If more than four parents are interested, a lottery drawing is held. This committee, which 
includes one IEPTO Board member, organizes the parent volunteer lists for each school and coordinates with the IEPTO Teacher 
Representatives for the Classroom Party Discussion at the September IEPTO meeting. All parent volunteers are asked to attend 
the September IEPTO Meeting. Party guidelines and an approved snack list will also be available online.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW Fall and WinterTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

To promote the health and welfare of children in our community, the IEPTO tries to make a small difference in the life of a local 
child and his/her family by presenting them with wrapped holiday gifts, grocery cards, books, clothing, etc. during the holiday 
season. The names and identities of the recipient family are always kept strictly confidential.

Fundraiser?BOTH

MODERATE HolidayTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

CULTURE DAYS

To provide students with diverse culture-related learning experiences, the IEPTO sponsors Culture Days in January at both 
schools during normal school hours. Students are immersed in a new culture through “hands-on” educational and fun activities. 
Additional parent volunteers may be needed. Cultures that students have learned about in recent years include: Kenya, Native 
American, China, Chile, India and Scotland.

Fundraiser?BOTH

HIGH FallTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES

The District Advisory Committee is a group of District 10 administrators, educators and community members that discuss, develop 
and approve a variety of District 10's activities, including the district’s calendar, staff development activities and implementation of 
new technology. IEPTO Representatives on this committee are asked to attend the District Advisory Committee meetings and 
report back to the IEPTO Board, parents and school representatives at the following IEPTO meetings.

Fundraiser?BOTH

MODERATE OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

EDUCATION FAIR

Similar to the Kids Teach Too event held at Benson, the Education Fair at Franzen is a chance to let your child's imagination and 
knowledge shine. Many students volunteer to present something they know or have learned to their peers at this one-day spring 
event held during lunchtime. The IEPTO provides all student participants with individual recognition at the end of this event. This 
committee collaborates with teachers to organize this event. Additional volunteers are needed on the day of the Education Fair to 
assist with reviewing student's presentations.

Fundraiser?FRANZEN

LOW SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK FUNDRAISER

Entertainment Books - full of dining, shopping and traveling coupons - are offered to parents as an IEPTO fundraiser. Sample 
Entertainment Books and order forms are generally sent home with each student in the early Fall, and purchased books are 
distributed on a specified later date.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW FallTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

ENVIRONMENTAL / RECYCLING

Students and parents are encouraged to help the environment we live in by recycling. IEPTO recycling collection sites are located 
at each school. This committee assists our community by submitting the collected items for recycling throughout the school year. 
Items that we currently help recycle include: gym shoes, pop tabs, 6-pack can rings, crayons, batteries, and cell phones. If you 
have new ideas for our schools and IEPTO to be more green, please join this committee and share your ideas.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:



FALL BACK-TO-SCHOOL DANCE

All Benson and Franzen students, along with their parents and younger siblings, are invited to join us for a fun-filled, back-to-
school Fall Dance (or Sock Hop as it’s also been called). In addition to the themed decorations, music and dancing, the IEPTO 
offers food, raffle drawings and dance favors for a monetary contribution. Many additional volunteers are needed the evening of 
the dance.

Fundraiser?BOTH

HIGH FallTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

FALL FUNDRAISER

Sally Foster has provided quality gift wrap and gifts for several years as the IEPTO's fall fundraiser. In addition, we also sell cookie 
dough just in time for the holidays. For safety reasons, please provide adult supervision for all fundraising by students and do not 
approach people you do not know. Brochures and order forms are sent home from school with each student in the early fall. 
Parents are asked to pick-up their cookie dough on the specified date and school location in late fall.

Fundraiser?BOTH

MODERATE FallTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

FATHER/DAUGHTER EVENT

Typically each February, the IEPTO hosts a Father-Daughter dance to celebrate the special bond between all Benson and Franzen 
girls and their respective fathers. Additional volunteers may be needed the evening of the dance or for preparations.

Fundraiser?BOTH

HIGH WinterTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

FIELD DAY ICE CREAM

The teachers at both Benson and Franzen typically host a fun-filled Field Day as the last hoo-rah for the students before summer 
break. The IEPTO donates ice cream for each student, along with many volunteers during school hours the day of the event to 
assist in the games and activities.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

FLYERS READING PROGRAM

To encourage reading, the Schaumburg Flyers Baseball team typically offers a special reading program to Benson and Franzen 
students in Kindergarten through 5th grade. Information on how students can earn a free Flyers ticket by reading a specified 
number of books is sent home with all students in the Spring.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

FRANZEN CHALLENGE

Students can volunteer to participate in this after-school program designed to stimulate learning, team building, and development 
of strategy in a “game show” type environment. Student teams pick from a variety of topics and receive challenging questions. 
Points are given to teams that answer the questions correctly within the time allowed. This committee coordinates this late 
winter/early spring event each week after school, from parent volunteers to questions to individual recognition at the end of the 
event. Many parent volunteers are needed to help develop interesting questions, come to the challenge each week to help time or 
keep score, or to just watch your child’s enthusiasm for this fun and rewarding event.

Fundraiser?FRANZEN

MODERATE Winter/SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

HOLIDAY WREATH SALES

Beautiful, fresh holiday wreaths and garland are offered by the IEPTO in early winter as a holiday gift to our wonderful parents and 
school staff. Order forms are generally sent home from school with each student, and parents are asked to pick-up their purchases 
on the specified date and school location.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW WinterTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

HOT LUNCH-BENSON

To provide students with a healthy and affordable lunch option, the IEPTO offers Hot Lunch typically twice a month on Fridays. 
Menus and order forms are sent home with 1st and 2nd Graders in September and December. Additional volunteers are needed 
during lunch time on the days Hot Lunch is offered. Parent volunteers and younger siblings are also invited to pre-order a Hot 
Lunch and join their child(ren) and friends for lunch.

Fundraiser?BENSON

MODERATE OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

HOT LUNCH-FRANZEN

To provide students with a healthy and affordable lunch option, the IEPTO offers Hot Lunch typically twice a month on Fridays. 
Menus and order forms are sent home with all Franzen students in September and December. Additional volunteers are needed 
during lunch time on the days Hot Lunch is offered. Parent volunteers and younger siblings are also invited to pre-order a Hot 
Lunch and join their child(ren) and friends for lunch.

Fundraiser?FRANZEN

MODERATE OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:



I.E.P.T.O. NEWSLETTER

The IEPTO Newsletter is the main form of communication between IEPTO Committees and parents/staff at Benson and Franzen. 
It contains consolidated IEPTO-specific information and is separate from the Benson Bulletin and Franzen Falcon newsletters from 
each school. Monthly newsletters will continue to be posted in the Virtual Backpack on the Itasca School District’s website: 
www.Itasca.k12.il.us. Due to the online format, all committee information, flyers and sign-up forms need to be submitted to the 
IEPTO Secretary in electronic format no later than the requested due dates.

Fundraiser?BOTH

MODERATE OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

ICE CREAM SOCIAL-BENSON

In conjunction with the Celebration of Learning evening hosted at Benson in the Spring, the IEPTO sponsors a free Ice Cream 
social for all families to enjoy in the school gym. Additional volunteers are needed to serve the ice cream. It is very helpful to have 
Franzen parents volunteer to enable Benson parents the opportunity to enjoy the Celebration of Learning evening with their 
children.

Fundraiser?BENSON

LOW SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

ICE CREAM SOCIAL-FRANZEN

In conjunction with the Celebration of Learning evening hosted at Franzen in the Spring, the IEPTO sponsors a free Ice Cream 
social for all to enjoy in the school gym. Additional volunteers are needed to serve the ice cream. It is very helpful to have Benson 
parents volunteer to enable Franzen parents the opportunity to enjoy the Celebration of Learning evening with their children.

Fundraiser?FRANZEN

LOW SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

KIDS TEACH TOO

Similar to the Education Fair held at Franzen, Kids Teach Too at Benson is a chance to let your child's imagination and knowledge 
shine. Many students volunteer to present something they know or have learned to their peers at this one-day spring event held 
during lunchtime. The IEPTO provides all student participants with individual recognition and lunch/snack at the end of this event. 
This committee collaborates with teachers to organize this event. Additional volunteers are needed on the day of Kids Teach Too 
to assist with reviewing student's presentations. Kindergarten students (with an adult) are invited to join the 1st and 2nd Graders 
for the lunch time event.

Fundraiser?BENSON

LOW SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

MARKET DAY FUNDRAISER

Monthly Market Day grocery food sales continues to be one of the IEPTO's top fundraisers. Market Day's selection of over 150 
high-quality, nutritious foods are designed to meet the needs of today’s busy and value-minded consumers. Parents can 
appreciate every day prices that are competitive with retail yet offer the added benefit of helping our schools. This committee is 
responsible for managing the monthly orders, along with monthly Thursday food pick-ups at the Itasca Park District. Additional 
volunteers may be helpful on pick-up days.

Fundraiser?BOTH

MODERATE OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

MOTHER/SON EVENT

Typically each January, the IEPTO hosts a Mother-Son bowling event to celebrate the special bond between all Benson and 
Franzen boys and their respective mothers. Many additional volunteers are needed the day of this event. It is very helpful to have 
Fathers volunteer on the evening of this event to enable all the Mothers the opportunity to enjoy the day.

Fundraiser?BOTH

HIGH WinterTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

RAFFLE PRIZE/SOLICITATION

To assist in minimizing costs at IEPTO events throughout the school year, optional raffle drawings are typically held at the 
following events: Bake Sales, Fall Back-to-School Dance, Father-Daughter event and Mother-Son event. This committee works in 
collaboration with each of these other committees to help obtain donated raffle prizes from local businesses, individual business 
representatives, sports organizations, museums, local families, etc. All businesses and individuals are thanked by the IEPTO via a 
letter and recognized at the event the prize is raffled.

Fundraiser?BOTH

MODERATE OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

READ TO SUCCEED (GREAT AMERICA)

To encourage reading, Six Flags Great America typically offers a special Read-to-Succeed program to all Benson and Franzen 
students in Pre-Kindergarten through 5th grade. Information on how students can earn a free Six Flags Great America ticket (and 
additional discounted tickets) by reading a specified number of books is sent home with students in the Spring.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:



SANTA'S SECRET SHOP

Typically held on the first Saturday in December, Santa’s Secret Shop is an avenue for Benson and Franzen students to purchase 
reasonably-priced holiday gifts - at cost - as a service from the IEPTO. Additional volunteers are needed to assist students while 
shopping during this Saturday morning event. Parents may remain outside the school gym to allow student’s to purchase gifts in 
secret, but while supervised by other parent volunteers.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW WinterTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVES

The Itasca School District #10 Board of Education meets regularly on the second Wednesday of each month (except as noted on 
the school calendar). Meetings are held at the Itasca Village Hall at 7:00 PM. The Board encourages citizens of the district to 
attend its sessions so they may become better acquainted with the operation and programs of the schools and so the board may 
have the opportunity to hear the opinions and ideas of the public. IEPTO Representatives on this committee are asked to attend 
the Board of Education meetings and report back to the IEPTO Board, parents, and school representatives at our following IEPTO 
meetings.

Fundraiser?BOTH

MODERATE OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

SCHOOL SUPPLY BOXES

To provide parents with a voluntary, comparably-priced and simplified alternative to purchasing school supplies at stores, each 
Spring order forms are sent home with all students at Benson and Franzen to pre-order School Supply boxes for the following 
school year. Additional volunteers are needed on the specified pick-up date for School Supply Boxes.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW Summer & SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

SKATING PARTIES

The IEPTO sponsors several fun-filled roller or ice skate parties throughout the school year for all Benson and Franzen students. 
These free skating parties are typically in the evening or during No School days. There will be a charge if you'd like to rent in-line 
skates. A parent or other adult is required to attend with the student. Younger siblings may attend but will need to pay for their own 
skates.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW Several times/yrTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

SPANISH CLUB - BENSON

The IEPTO sponsors a fun and educational student introduction to learning a new language through our Spanish Club. Offered to 
Benson students in Kindergarten through 2nd Grade, this is a voluntary, fee-based educational club. Classes are held at Benson 
one day a week for several weeks.

Fundraiser?BENSON

MODERATE OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

SPANISH CLUB - FRANZEN

The IEPTO sponsors a fun and educational student introduction to learning a new language through our Spanish Club. Offered to 
all Franzen students, this is a voluntary, fee-based educational club. Classes are held at Franzen typically after-school one day a 
week for several weeks. A year-end party is held at a local Mexican restaurant.

Fundraiser?FRANZEN

MODERATE OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

SPIRIT WEAR

Proudly wear your school spirit! In the fall, the IEPTO offers several clothing options for purchase with Benson, Franzen or District 
#10’s name and mascot printed or embroidered in school colors.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW FallTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

SPRING FAMILY NIGHT (BINGO)

All IEPTO families, teachers and staff are invited to join us for a free, fun-filled Spring Family BINGO Night. In addition to BINGO, 
refreshments and prizes are provided. Many additional volunteers are needed the evening of this family event.

Fundraiser?BOTH

MODERATE SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

SPRING FLOWER PLANTING

For hands-on learning experience for our students, along with the continued beautification of our schools, the IEPTO sponsors a 
day of planting spring flowers in the front of both Benson and Franzen. Parents are encouraged to volunteer the day of this event. 
The Village of Itasca has graciously donated the flowers in the past.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:



SPRING FUNDRAISER

While the items being sold may vary each Spring depending upon the supplier this committee selects, all Benson and Franzen 
students and parents are encouraged to support this IEPTO fundraiser if interested in the products. For safety reasons, please 
provide adult supervision for all fundraising by students and do not approach people you do not know. Parents are asked to pick-
up their purchases on the specified date and school location in late spring.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

TARGET FUNDRAISER

Target retail stores offer cash back to schools. Families must link their credit card at the local Target and the cash back is then 
automatically sent to our schools. This committee coordinates with Target and educates Itasca Elementary parents about the 
benefits of this IEPTO fundraiser.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

TEACHER APPRECIATION

The IEPTO sponsors several appreciation opportunities for Benson and Franzen teachers and staff throughout National Teacher 
Appreciation Week held in the Spring. Typically a luncheon is hosted during the week as a ‘Thank You’ to our wonderful Benson 
and Franzen teachers and staff. In addition, this committee purchases teacher and staff gifts on behalf of the IEPTO throughout 
this Appreciation Week. Additional volunteers may be needed the day of the Teacher Appreciation luncheon.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW SpringTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

TEACHER REPRESENTATIVES

The IEPTO serves as liaison between teachers and parents. To foster open two-way communication, volunteer Teacher 
Representatives from both Benson and Franzen schools attend our IEPTO meetings. These Teacher Representatives provide 
pertinent educational information during IEPTO meetings, along with relaying pertinent IEPTO information back to all Benson and 
Franzen teachers as needed.

Fundraiser?BOTH

LOW OngoingTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

By joining the IEPTO by September 1st each year, you receive our Benson and Franzen Annual Telephone Directory. The 
Telephone Directory is typically distributed in late September. Forms are included in the Student Enrollment Packets distributed 
each spring. The Directory is a very helpful and important resource for parents, especially when volunteering, planning classroom 
parties and organizing birthday parties or play dates for your children.

Fundraiser?BOTH

MODERATE Summer and FallTime Committment: When:

School Affiliation:

Description:

The President will serve as ex-officio member of all committees.


