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Nov. IEPTO Events 
3 Market Day Pick-up  
  5:30-6:30PM @ Park District 
4 Hot Lunch - Pizza 
7 IEPTO Meeting 7PM @ Benson 
8 IEPTO Benson/Franzen Skating Party 
  6-8PM @ Coachlight 
11 Newsletter entries due to 
  aldevalk@yahoo.com 
11 SCRIP Fundraiser forms and payment 

due 
11 Veteran’s Day Ceremony 
  1:00PM at Franzen 
  1:45PM at Benson 
16 Cookie Dough Pick-up 2:30-6PM @ 

Franzen 
18 Hot Lunch – Cheese Filled Breadsticks 
19 Dec. IEPTO Newsletter ONLINE 
21-25 No School – Teacher In-Service/ 

Thanksgiving 
   

Dec. IEPTO Events 
1 Market Day Pick-up  
  5:30-6:30PM @ Park District 
2 Hot Lunch - Pizza 
9 Hot Lunch – Pasta w/Marinara Sauce 
9 Newsletter entries due to 
  aldevalk@yahoo.com 
16 Holiday Room Parties 
17 Jan. IEPTO Newsletter ONLINE 
19 Begin Winter Break 
  
 

President’s Letter 
 Thank you to all the parents who have 
already volunteered this year. The Itasca 
Elementary Parent Teacher Organization 
(IEPTO) is dedicated to enriching the 

educational experience of students at 
Benson and Franzen schools, and we couldn’t 
accomplish this without YOU – our parent 
volunteers! 
 Thank you to all the parents that 
volunteered to organize the Halloween 
parties in each classroom. The students 
always look forward to these parties and I’m 
sure they are going to be SPOOKTACULAR! 
To those parents organizing the Holiday 
parties, thank you in advance for making the 
holiday season extra special for our 
students. 
 Be sure to mark your calendars for our 
next IEPTO meeting on Monday, November 
7th at 7 PM in the Benson Media Center.  We 
have free onsite babysitting, so join us if you 
can. 
 A thank you goes out to all of the 
families that made donations to our schools 
this year. For Benson, we have already 
purchased and received two Kindergarten 
Intervention Kits. For Franzen, we purchased 
several sensory items to be used in the 
classrooms for all students. Your generosity 
truly does make a difference! 

If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact any of the IEPTO 
Board members, or you can email the board 
at IEPTO@itasca.k12.il.us or leave a 
message on the IEPTO voicemail at 773-
1232 ext. 1527. I will make every attempt to 
check the voicemail box regularly, but the 
fastest way to contact a board member is 
directly or via email or phone. The board 
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members’ contact information is listed on the 
bottom of the first page of the newsletter.  
 
Sincerely, 
Lisa Ciccia  
 

Committee News 
Cookie Dough Pick-Up! 
Cookie dough pick-up will be on Nov. 16th 
from 2:30 PM-6:00 PM at Franzen. 
Volunteers are needed from 12 PM to 6 PM 
to help unload the delivery and assist with 
pick-up. If you are available to help, please 
contact Eileen Ellenbecker @ 
eileen12@sbcglobal.net or Gina LaRocco @ 
geeroc@att.net. 
  
Skating Party 
Join us on November 8th from 6 PM to 8 PM 
at the Coachlight Skate Center, 1291 West 
Bryn Mawr Avenue in Roselle. It’s a free 
family event! Roller skate rental is 
complimentary, but in-line skate rental is the 
responsibility of the individual. Younger 
siblings are welcome, but middle school and 
high school students are not permitted. For 
more information, contact Virginia Ciaccio, 
630-775-1130, or Nina Lill, 630-773-3818. 
Please note the time is different than the 
time listed on the District 10 calendar. 
 
Gift Card Fundraiser 
Scrip Gift Cards are a great way to get some 
early holiday shopping done. Retail and 
online store cards are available for purchase. 
Always running out for a birthday gift? Keep 
some gift cards on hand. Or, purchase cards 
you use at everyday places like Dominic’s, 
Jewel, Walmart, Target, Starbucks, etc. and 
support our IEPTO while completing your 
errands! Orders are due by Nov. 11th. 
 

Phone Directory 
Phone directories have been sent home with 
your oldest child. Thank you to Andrea 
Karner for your time throughout the summer 
and fall in putting this together. Please take 
a moment to correct the following IEPTO 
family address in your directory: 
 Frank, Abbey & Carly 
 Dan & Nicole 
 405 S. Princeton 
 Itasca, IL 60143 
 630-625-6311 
 nfrank2210@hotmail.com 
 
Mother Son Bowl 
Don't forget to register for the Mother & Son 
Bowling event on January 22. We have a fun 
day planned so you can have a special day 
with your son. This event includes bowling, 
raffles, lunch, and more. Registration ends 
on December 9th. The cost is $40 for Mother 
and Son, with different price levels for 
additional children. Look for the registration 
form in the virtual backpack and in your 
son's backpack the week of November 7th. 
Registration and payment need to be 
returned to school. We are also looking for 
any family or business raffle prizes or 
volunteers, especially dads, for the day of 
the event. Please contact Ann Deardorff at 
j_deardorff@sbcglobal.net or 630-285-
1164. We are looking forward to seeing you 
there! Thanks in advance to Jenny Burke, 
Gayle Carzoli, Ann Deardorff, Eileen 
Ellenbecker, and Sue Sampson for planning 
this fun event! 
 
Vote for Franzen’s Outdoor 
Education 2012 Grant Submission 
We have an exciting opportunity to win a 
grant from the Clorox Corporation that could 
potentially help fund the Outdoor Education 
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program for years to come. Outdoor 
Education is a program offered to 5th grade 
students. It is a 3 day/2 night trip that 
teaches an appreciation, understanding, and 
awareness of the natural world. Students 
participate in a variety of activities that help 
them expand their learning and interaction 
with the world around them. The district 
does not fund this program, and therefore, 
funds must be raised by parents. A grant has 
been submitted to Clorox, but we need your 
vote to win! Please read the flier attached to 
this newsletter for more information. A HUGE 
thank you to Laura Franzen for finding this 
grant opportunity and putting it all together! 
 
Market Day 
Thanks to those who placed Market Day 
orders last month. Why not consider using 
Market Day for the upcoming holidays? 
There are some great products that can 
enhance your holiday table while simplifying 
your life. Orders are due to school on 
November 3rd and online orders are due 
November 7th. 
 
Holiday Parties 
Thanks to all those who volunteered to help 
with the Halloween room parties. Don’t relax 
yet, though, because the Holiday parties are 
just around the corner! The room party 
volunteer lists, FAQ, and approved snack list 
can be found at the end of this newsletter for 
your reference. Happy party planning! 
 
Benson Spanish Club 
The Benson Spanish Club is underway, but 
there are still spaces available! If your child 
is interested in learning about the Spanish 
language and culture, join the fun on 
Thursdays after school from 2:40-3:15 PM. 
Classes are for K-2 students and meet 

weekly until January 19th. The cost is $15 
per student. The registration form can be 
found at the end of the newsletter. For more 
information, please contact Lucia Saldana @ 
luciasaldana@hotmail.com. 
 
 



 

 

Please join us at the nex t  
IEPTO Meeting  

(Itasca Elementary Parent 
Teacher Organization)  

 
Monday, November 7th  

7:00 p.m.  
Benson Media Center  

 
Agenda items:  

Principal and Teacher Representative Updates  
Opportunity for IEPTO Committee Co -chairs to provide 

updates 
 

FREE babysitting during our IEPTO Meetings!  
Children are a lways welcome at our meetings. We are once again 
offering free babysitting during our meeting by Peacock student 

volunteers!  



 

 

 
 

 
 

We need your vote! It’s simple!  
We have nominated Franzen School for the Power a Bright Future Grant Program 

to 

Fund Itasca School District 10’s 5th Grade Outdoor  

Education Program 

Each year, Clorox Corporation gives away 5 large grants to promote school programs! 

 
Between the dates of October 24th and December 9th, go online to www.powerabrightfuture.com 

and vote for our submission! 
Find us in the EXPLORE CATEGORY or type in Itasca or Franzen and click on search 

 to find the grant.  
 

Winning a grant like this could fund our Outdoor Education Program for years to come. Would you 

please send this information, via email to every list you have; or use Twitter, Facebook, or the QR 

Code found online and ask them to vote, once a day if possible from 10-24 to 12-9? 

Awards are announced January 2012.  

 

It takes a Village and we are grass roots fundraising! Thank you in advance!! 

You must be 13 to vote, and you can vote once a day from one email address onlyÉ 

There are easy sample emails and facebook templates at www.powerabrightfuture.com  

 

 
What our kids have to say about Outdoor Ed: 

 
“If you asked every 5th grader how much fun it was, we would all say so, so, so much fun.” “…it literally felt like you were 

a pioneer, we used things that pioneers would use when they were alive!” “We got to pretend we were animals and “hunt” 
for food in Instincts for Survival and swing on a rope in Team Building!”  A college senior explains what it meant to her: 

“It truly was the best experience…I knew after coming back it was a trip I would never forget. Eleven years later, I still 
haven't.” 

 
 
 
 
Outdoor Ed Fundraising Committee 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A variety of BUONA-fied menu choice
BUONA’S Italian Beef   Kids Meals  

 Burgers, Hot Dogs & Ribs   Beer & Wine* (available at most locations) 

 Hand-Tossed Salads    Desserts 
 Café Sandwiches    Thin Crust Pizzas (not available at Berwyn,  
 Grilled Panini     Oak Park or Lombard locations)  
      

 

Visit www.buona.com to view our complete menu! 

Benefiting 

Itasca 
Outdoor Education Program 

 
Friday, November 11, 2011  

ALL DAY (10:30am Ð 9:30pm)  

Buona in Itasca  
1170 N. Arlington Hts Road 

(630) 773-2333 
Flyer must be presented when ordering 

15-25% of all sales (dine-in, carry-out, drive-thru and Buona by-the-pound) incurred 
as a result of your participation will be donated directly to Itasca Outdoor Education Program. 

BUONA gift certificates/cards and coupons will not be honored. 



 

 

                  

 
 
 

Let the IEPTO take the stre ss  
out of your holiday shopping ! 

Purchase gift cards from nationwide retailers & 
restaurants....and a portion of the sale  

supports IEPTO programs! 
 
The list of stores is endless: dining, entertainment, clothing, sporting 
goods, travel, groceries,  health &  beauty, gas, hardware, etc.  
 
Buy cards as gifts for your family , friends, teachers, hair dresser, 
grab bags, college students, or to  donate to your favorite charity , 
ÉyouÕll find options for everyone on your shopping list!   Or, b uy them 
for your own everyday use at Starbucks, Jewel, Domin ickÕs, SamÕs Club, 
Target, Walmart, BP, Mobil, Amazon.com and so much more.   
 
Please submit your completed order form & payment by November 
11th.  

¥ Make checks payable to: IEPTO (Cash will n ot be accepted)  
¥ Order forms & payment can be submitted to either Benson or Franzen 

Ð please write ÒSCRIP FundraiserÓ on envelope. 
¥ Gift cards will arrive  before  winter break! Pick -up day/ time TBD.  

 
Questions?  Contact Lisa Emmett at lisa@rmarketingworks.com or 630 -
533 -8162. 



 

 

Product % QTY Total

77kids $25.00 10.00% $

Ace Hardware $25.00 4.00% $

Aeropostale $25.00 7.00% $

Amazon.com $25.00 4.00% $

AMC Theatres Single 
Admit $9.50

16.00% $

American Airlines 
$100.00

8.00% $

American Eagle 
Outfitters $25.00

10.00% $

American Express 
$25.00

1.25% $

Applebee's $25.00 8.00% $

Bahama Breeze $25.00 9.00% $

Banana Republic 
$25.00

14.00% $

Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers $10.00

9.00% $

Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers $25.00

9.00% $

Bass Pro Shops $25.00 9.00% $

Bath & Body Works 
$10.00

13.00% $

Bed Bath & Beyond 
$25.00

7.00% $

Best Buy $100.00 3.00% $

Best Buy $25.00 3.00% $

Big Bowl $25.00 12.00% $

Bonefish Grill $25.00 8.00% $

BP $50.00 1.50% $

Build-A-Bear Workshop 
$25.00

8.00% $

Cabela's $25.00 11.00% $

Cafe Ba-Ba-Reeba! 
$25.00

12.00% $

Carson Pirie Scott 
$25.00

8.00% $

Champs Sports $25.00 9.00% $

Cheesecake Factory 
$25.00

5.00% $

Chili's Grill & Bar 
$25.00

11.00% $

Chipotle Mexican Grill 
$10.00

10.00% $

Claire's $10.00 9.00% $

Product % QTY Total

Crate and Barrel $25.00 8.00% $

CVS/pharmacy $25.00 6.00% $

Dave & Buster's $25.00 13.00% $

Dick's Sporting Goods 
$25.00

8.00% $

Disney $25.00 2.00% $

Dominick's $25.00 4.00% $

Domino's Pizza  $10.00 8.00% $

Dunkin' Donuts $10.00 4.00% $

Express $25.00 10.00% $

Exxon $50.00 1.50% $

Foot Locker $25.00 9.00% $

GameStop $25.00 3.00% $

Gap $25.00 14.00% $

Home Depot $100.00 4.00% $

Home Depot $25.00 4.00% $

Honey Baked Ham 
$10.00

12.00% $

Hyatt Hotels $100.00 9.00% $

Hyatt Hotels $50.00 9.00% $

IHOP $25.00 8.00% $

iTunes® $15.00 5.00% $

iTunes® $25.00 5.00% $

J. Jill $25.00 8.00% $

JCPenney $25.00 5.00% $

Jewel-Osco $100.00 4.00% $

Jewel-Osco $25.00 4.00% $

JW Marriott Hotels 
$100.00

8.00% $

JW Marriott Hotels 
$50.00

8.00% $

Kmart $25.00 4.00% $

Kohl's $25.00 4.00% $

L.L.Bean $25.00 **17.00
%

$

Lady Foot Locker 
$25.00

9.00% $

Lands' End $25.00 16.00% $

Lettuce Entertain You 
Restaurants $25.00

12.00% $

Product % QTY Total

Loews Cineplex Single 
Admit $9.50

16.00% $

Lord & Taylor $25.00 8.00% $

Lou Malnati's Pizzeria 
$10.00

8.00% $

Macaroni Grill $25.00 11.00% $

Macy's $25.00 10.00% $

Maggiano's Little Italy 
$25.00

11.00% $

Marathon $25.00 3.00% $

Marcus Theatres 
$25.00

9.00% $

Marriott Hotels & 
Resorts $100.00

8.00% $

Marriott Hotels & 
Resorts $50.00

8.00% $

Marshalls $25.00 7.00% $

Menards $25.00 3.00% $

Old Navy $25.00 14.00% $

Olive Garden $25.00 9.00% $

Omaha Steaks $25.00 11.00% $

On The Border $25.00 11.00% $

Outback Steakhouse 
$25.00

8.00% $

P.F. Chang's China 
Bistro $25.00

8.00% $

Panera Bread $10.00 9.00% $

Pizza Hut $10.00 8.00% $

Rainforest Cafe $25.00 9.00% $

Red Lobster $25.00 9.00% $

Ruth's Chris Steak 
House $50.00

10.00% $

Sam's Club $100.00 2.00% $

Sam's Club $25.00 2.00% $

Sears $100.00 4.00% $

Sears $25.00 4.00% $

Sephora $20.00 4.00% $

Shell $25.00 2.50% $

Shutterfly $25.00 9.00% $

Speedway $25.00 4.00% $

Sports Authority $25.00 8.00% $

Total Due All Columns:Make Checks Payable To: !"#$% !

**Limited time bonus offer.  Participating retailers and products are subject to change without notice.

Family Order Form

IEPTO
&'()*+,-.*/,012'+*3/,44156*)'31).*7/10)*'03,*3-44,.8156*!"#$%*4.,6.'93:*%.2).3*'52*4'+9)58*2-)*,5*;,<)9=).*>>8/:*?/)@(3*,50+*A5,*
@'3/B*9'2)*4'+'=0)*8,*!"#$%:*$/'5(3*'3*'07'+3*C,.*+,-.*3-44,.8D

Created:  9/26/2011 4:48:35 PM

Name Customer #

Order DateCheck #



 

 

Product % QTY Total
Starbucks $10.00 7.00% $

Starbucks $25.00 7.00% $

Subway $10.00 3.00% $

T.J. Maxx $25.00 7.00% $

Taco Bell (IL, IN, MO 
and TX only) $10.00

3.00% $

Target $100.00 2.00% $

Target $25.00 2.00% $

Toys-R-Us $20.00 1.50% $

Walgreens $25.00 6.00% $

Walmart $25.00 2.00% $

Wendy's $10.00 4.00% $

Whole Foods Market 
$25.00

3.00% $

Wildfire $25.00 12.00% $

Williams-Sonoma 
$25.00

8.00% $

Zappos.com $25.00 8.00% $

Total Due All Columns:Make Checks Payable To: !"#$% !

**Limited time bonus offer.  Participating retailers and products are subject to change without notice.

Family Order Form

IEPTO
&'()*+,-.*/,012'+*3/,44156*)'31).*7/10)*'03,*3-44,.8156*!"#$%*4.,6.'93:*%.2).3*'52*4'+9)58*2-)*,5*;,<)9=).*>>8/:*?/)@(3*,50+*A5,*
@'3/B*9'2)*4'+'=0)*8,*!"#$%:*$/'5(3*'3*'07'+3*C,.*+,-.*3-44,.8D

Created:  9/26/2011 4:48:35 PM

Name Customer #

Order DateCheck #



 

 

Annual Mother - Son Bowl 
Sunday, January 22, 2012 

Stardust Bowl 
37 E. Lorraine, Addison, IL 

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
 

**Enjoy a day with your son** 
Lunch! Bowling! Raffles! Prizes! 

 

Registration Fee:  
For Mom + 1 son the fee is $40.00 
For Mom + 2 sons the fee is $50.00 
For Mom + 3 sons the fee is $60.00 

 
This fee includes 2 games of bowling, shoe rental, lunch, and a photo memory of the 

occasion. Return this sign-up form and your check made out to the IEPTO to school by 
Friday, December 9. 

 
Exciting News! Updated lanes now include bumpers as an option on every lane! 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Mother’s Name: __________________________________________ Shoe Size: _____ 

Son’s Name: ______________ Shoe Size: ____ Teacher: ____________ Grade: _____ 

Son’s Name: ______________ Shoe Size: ____ Teacher: ____________ Grade: _____ 

Son’s Name: ______________ Shoe Size: ____ Teacher: ____________ Grade: _____    

(Son must be a student at Benson or Franzen School. Exception is only for children of Itasca District #10 
staff members) 

 
Please provide us with the best phone number and email address at which to reach you: 

 ______________________________________________________________________  
phone number                                      email address 

 
We need assistance with setup, serving, and clean up. If you are a mom or dad 
interested in helping with a portion of the event please check below. 
 
_______ YES! I would be happy to help with the event. Please contact me. 
 
Raffle Prize Donations: Would you like to donate an item for our raffle? Do you know of a 
business that may be able to donate?  Please contact Ann (630-285-1164). 
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
Your 2012 Mother-Son Bowl Committee . . . Jenny Burke, Gayle Carzoli, Ann Deardorff, Eileen 

Ellenbecker & Sue Sampson 
Questions?  Ann (j_deardorff@sbcglobal.net) or Eileen (eileen12@sbcglobal.net)  

 
If a mother is unable to attend this event with her son, an adult family member, adult friend or dad may 

attend.



 

 

¡  ATENCION  ! 
IT'S TIME For Benson SPANISH CLUB! 

The IEPTO is happy to be sponsoring Benson SPANISH  Club again this year. This is a great 

opportunity for your children to learn fundamenta l Spanish vocabulary that will  provide them 

with a foundation for more advanced structure in the future years. Our curriculum is presented 

in a structured , yet fun , environment that keeps the students interested and helps  them learn 

more effectively.  
Benson Primary 

Day/Time: Thursdays from  2:40  PM- 3:15 PM 

October 27  - January 19  

***no classes on November  24, December 22 & 29  

Classroom: Art Room  

Teacher: Lucia Salda–a  

Cost: $15.00 (K -2nd grade only)  
 

If  you would like to enroll a student in the Benson Spanish Club, complete and return the bottom 

portion of this flier along with payment to Benson School by October 14th, 2011 . Be sure to 

mark Spanish Club on the front of the envelope. Class size is limited  to 20 students. If the 

number of registrations exceeds class siz e limit, names will be randomly  selected. If there are 

any questions, please call the Spanish Teacher, Lucia Salda–a. (630)  965 -0583.  

 

Child's Name____________________ _______ Birthday ________ _______ ____________  

Teacher's Nam e_________________________ Grade___________________A.M         P.M 

Parent's Nam e___________________________ Phone_____________________________   

E-mail_______________________________________  

My child has permission to partici pate in Spanish Club. I understand that transportation is not 
available after these classes and it is the pare nt's responsibility to pick the student  up. Tuition 
will not be re funded once classes have begun. Please enclose tuition with this registration fo rm. 
Make checks payable to  I.E.P.T.O. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                     
Parent's signature                                                               Date  
 
Has the child participated in Spanish Clu b before?       Yes              No 
Allergies____________________



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A variety of BUONA-fied menu choices: 
  
 BUONAÕs Italian Beef   Kids Meals 
 Burgers, Hot Dogs & Ribs  Beer & Wine* (available at most locations) 
 Hand-Tossed Salads  Desserts 
 CafŽ Sandwiches 
 Grilled Panini 

 Thin Crust Pizzas (not available at Berwyn, 
Oak Park or Lombard locations) 

  

Visit www.BUONA.com to view our complete menu! 

 

!"#"$%&%#'(

!"#$%#&'&()*#+"#&,-.%%/$&01234&
(

!"#$%&'()*+,-./0.$*12)*3411 *
566*7'(*8149:4'/* ; *<9:4=/> *

 

Buona in Itasca  
1170 N. Arlington Hts. Rd. 

(630) 773-2333 
 

Flyer must be presented when ordering 
15-25% of all sales (dine-in, carry-out, drive-thru and Buona by-the-pound) incurred 

as a result of your participation will be donated directly to Benson & Franzen Schools IEPTO. 
BUONA gift certificates/cards and coupons will not be honored. 

 



 

 

 
Benson Families 

 

 
 

Thanks for making 
the Fall Book Fair 
a GREAT success! 

 
You helped to raise over $5,500 in 

Scholastic Dollars! 
 

The IEPTO and Benson will use your 
generous contributions toward 
additional school technology 

that will benefit all students!  
 

See you in the Spring! 
 



 

 

Guidelines for Classroom Parties at Benson and Franzen  

Thank you for volunteering to host the Halloween and Holiday classroom parties! These guidelines were 
created by the teachers and staff at Benson and Franzen, in conjunction with the IEPTO Board. Please follow 
these to ensure a smooth, safe and fun party for our students.  

Frequently Asked Questions : 

Q: I signed up to volunteer, now what do I do?  

A: Attend the September IEPTO Meeting to confirm you were chosen (in case more than four parents signed 
up, volunteers are selected randomly). This list will be posted online in the IEPTO September Newsletter. At 
the meeting, Teacher Reps will be discussing guidelines, helpful tips, and the suggested snack list.  

Q: Now that I know the four parent volunteers and have the party guidelines, what next?  

A: At least four weeks before the party, contact the other parent volunteers for your classroom. Do not wait for 
someone else to contact you. No one is designated Òhead parentÓ, so all four parents should work together as 
a team. Plan a meeting to create your Òparty planÓ.  

Q: What is a Òparty planÓ?  

A: Your Òparty planÓ is an outline of what activities you will be doing and the timing of each. Classroom parties 
are one hour. List your activities in order of occurrence. Plan how you will set-up the classroom. Consider how 
long each activity will actually take to complete. Remember to account for the time it takes to set-up, transition 
time between activities and clean-up time. Most classroom parties consist of a snack, a craft, games, & a quiet 
ending activity. Sometimes it is easier to divide the students into groups and have several activities going on at 
once in which students can rotate around. A suggested timeline for a 60-minute party might include: 

¥ Snack time: Give each student a snack (10-15 minutes) 
¥ Craft time: Provide a craft for students to complete and take home [no glitter please] (10-15 minutes) 
¥ Game time: Play a game or do an activity for kids to participate in (10-15 minutes) 
¥ Quiet time: End with a quiet activity, like a. coloring sheet or story (5-10 minutes) 
¥ Set-up, transition and clean-up time (3-5 minutes) 
¥ Plan a few Òback-upÓ activities in case things move more quickly than planned 

 
Q: Who pays for what?  

A: It is up to the four parent volunteers to cover any expenses or to ask for donations from other class parents. 
To ask for donations, create a letter asking for donations of specific items (not money), make copies of the 
letter, and then give to the teacher to send home with all of his/her students. A parent volunteer must be listed 
on this letter for class parents to contact if they are interested in helping donate items. It is recommended to 
have this sent home approximately two weeks before the party.  

Q: Should I contact the classroom teacher?  

A: Yes, the teacher is expecting to hear from you at least two weeks before the party. Provide the following:  

¥ List the four parent volunteers 
¥ Provide copies of  the donation letter to be sent home, if applicable 
¥ Outline your Òparty planÓ detailing what activities you will be doing and the timing of each 
¥ Ask about any classroom allergies or other considerations for planning 



 

 

Q: What should I do the day o f the party?  

A: Plan to arrive to the school 10-15 minutes before the party is expected to start. Sign in at the office, and pick 
up a visitor badge before heading to the classroom. Please do not enter or interrupt the classroom until the 
teacher says it is ok as teaching will usually still be in progress. Once the party is to begin, you Ð the four 
parent volunteers Ð are in charge of everything. The teachers will remain in the classroom as the supervisor of 
student behavior. Please be aware of the time throughout the party to ensure it ends on time, including time for 
clean-up. Stop at the office on your way out to sign-out and return the visitor badge. 

Q: Can I take my child home with me right after the party?  

A: Yes, you may sign your child out in the office and take him/her with you. 

Q: What is the date and time of the parties and what happens if school is cancelled due to weather?  

A: The Halloween parties will be held on Monday, October 31 and the Holiday parties will be held on Friday, 
December 16. If school is cancelled due to bad weather, the parties will not be rescheduled. The party times 
are as follows: 

¥ FRANZEN Ð  Halloween Parade 12:30-12:45pm, Parties 12:45-1:45pm 
¥ BENSON Ð  AM EC, AM K-Prep and AM Kindergarten Parties  

Halloween Parade 10:00-10:15am, Parties 10:15-11:15am  
¥ BENSON Ð  PM EC, PM Kindergarten, and ALL first and second grade classes 

Halloween Parade 1:15-1:45pm, Parties 1:45-2:45pm  

Q: What can we bring in as snacks?  

A: Please refer to the recommended snack list provided by the school nurses. This can be found on Page 36 of 
the Student Handbook.  All treats must be store-bought and not homemade. Please remember that students 
just ate their lunch a little before the afternoon parties and therefore only need a small snack. In addition, most 
students (1st-5th grade only) bring a water bottle with them each day to school and would already have water at 
their desk. Remember to ask your teacher about any food allergies in the classroom. No soda pop, pizza or 
frozen foods please. 

Q: What else do  I need to know?  

A: Listed below are a few additional tips to consider: 

¥ Due to SEVERE allergies at Benson & Franzen, latex balloons are not allowed for any parties. 
¥ Younger siblings are not allowed to attend the classroom parties. (All parents, along with younger 

siblings, are welcome to see the Halloween parades.) 
¥ Many students bring additional treats to share with their classmates. These should be distributed at the 

party and sent home with students (not eaten during the party).  
¥ The IEPTO will no longer be supplying water bottles or brown paper bags. 

Q: Who do I contact if I have any other questions?  

A: For BENSON parties, contact Sherri Wolfe at smwolfe@comcast.net or (630) 467-1314.For FRANZEN 
parties, contact Josie Cardone at josiecardone@comcast.net or (630)417-3878. In addition, you can also 
contact your childÕs teacher directly. 

 

Again, thank you for getting involved with your childrenÕs classroom parties. WeÕre sure the children will love to 
see you there! Have fun! 



 

 

District 10 Approved Snack/Treat List 
(NO FROZEN TREATS ALLOWED) 
***Pencils, Eraser, or Bookmarks *** (preferred) 
***Donate a book to your childÕs classroom in honor of your child*** (preferred) 
Nabisco Teddy Grahams Ð chocolate, cinnamon, honey and chocolate-chip 
Betty Crocker Fruit Roll-Ups 
Betty Crocker Fruit Flavored Snacks (Not Yogurt Variety) 
KelloggÕs Fruit Flavored Snacks (No Yogurt Variety) 
Skittles or Starbursts 
Smarties 
Dum Dum Lollipops 
Sweetarts 
Twizzlers 
Kraft Jet-Puffed Marshmallows 
Pringles (Original) 
Wheat Thins (Original) 
JayÕs Pretzels (Original) 
Rolled Gold Pretzels (Not Butter Variety) 
Raisins 
Plain Rice Krispie Treats 
Plain Glazed Krispy Kreme Doughnuts only (NO DUNKIN DOUGHNUTS) 

Mozzarella Sticks



 

 

Market Day 
	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
  
	
  
 

Itasca Elementary Parent Teacher 

Organization Sponsors a Market Day each 

month to earn money for our school!  Please 

consider placing an order today. 

 
Orders are due by Nov. 3rd or 

on-line by Nov. 7th by 11:00 PM. 
Return orders to the SCHOOL 

Pick up is THURSDAY NOV. 10th, 2011 
5:30-6:30 PM @ Itasca Park District



 

 

It’s Back!  
IEPTO Skating Party at 

Coachlite 
Hope you can join the I.E.P.T.O for free  
Roller-Skating at Coachlite Skate Center 

 

Tuesday, November 8, 20 11 
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm  

Coachlite Skate Center  
1291 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue, Roselle  

630 - 893 - 4480  
 

All Benson and Franzen students,  
younger siblings, parents and teachers are welcome. 

 
A PARENT OR ADULT CHAPERONE MUST ACCOMPANY AND 

SUPERVISE ALL STUDENTS AND SIBLINGS FOR THE ENTIRE EVENT. 
 

(Middle or high school aged siblings or students are not permitted to attend.) 
 

Come out and enjoy a fun evening of roller-skating with all your friends and 
family! The IEPTO is covering the entrance fee which includes regular roller 
skate rental for all Benson and Franzen students, younger siblings, parents, 

teachers and staff. Donations at the door are appreciated. 
Inline/speed skate rentals, concessions and redemption games are at your 

own expense. If you own skates, you may bring these with you. 
 

To ensure your safe and fun time roller skating, Coachlite's rules & 
responsibilities as a skating center operator are posted throughout the 

facility. We expect all attendees to comply with these rules and 
responsibilities, along with our IEPTO Event Policy rules. 

For more information, contact  
Nina Lill @ 630 -773 -3818  nina.lill@sbcglobal.net  

or  
Virginia Ciaccia @ 630 -775 -1130  gulloc@aol.com  



 

 

 
 

This January 2012 
 

Come ABOARD as we travel to… 
 

     

INDIA 
 

Culture Night  - January 19th, 2012 
Benson School – Jan 17-20th 
Franzen School – Jan 23-27th 

	
  
	
  
This	
  IEPTO	
  sponsored,	
  week-­‐long	
  program	
  aims	
  to	
  broaden	
  our	
  

students’	
  horizons	
  as	
  they	
  explore	
  the	
  rich	
  culture	
  of	
  India.	
  Cultural	
  
activities	
  in	
  Specials,	
  an	
  assembly,	
  Culture	
  Night	
  and	
  student	
  poster	
  

displays	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  planned	
  activities.	
  
	
  

Parents interested in volunteering or donating items, please contact:  Lynn Pistorio at 
lynn.pistorio@sbcglobal.net	
  



 

 



 

 

 


