
 
Social Studies – Mr. Peel 
We’ve been learning about 
Ancient India, Ancient China 
and the early Hebrews during 
the second quarter.  
 
Third quarter, we’ll learn about 
the Greek World, Roman 
Republic, Christianity, the 
Islamic World, and 2011 
P.A.P.E.R. Tech! 
http://itasca.k12.il.us/peacock/
6team/peel/papertech.htm  
 
 

 
 
Family Tree Music Videos 
have been completed and are 
now playing at the Itasca 
Community Library! 
M-Th 9am-9pm   
Fri-Sat 9-5    &   Sun 1-5 
  
Reminder: Students have a 
5-10 minute homework 
assignment each night: take 
the practice quizzes and tests 
at www.My.Hrw.com and 

review the flash cards online at 
Mr. Peel’s websites: 
http://new.schoolnotes.com/xp
ages/view/128436 and/or  
www.HistoryClassRoom.com   
 
Students should also bring their 
spiral ring notebooks home and 
use the textbook they have at 
home to review. 
(Computers crash and the 
internet sometimes “goes 
down”, so always have a back-
up plan!) 
 
SUBSCRIBE ! 
Get weekly updates of what 
we’re learning in class, sixth 
grade test dates and  
assignments. Just go to 
www.HistoryClassRoom.com 
Click on “Here’s What We’re 
doing in Class” and click on  
on “Notify Me”. You’ll get a 
weekly email update!  
 

Language Arts 

 
 

Mrs. Andrade 
 
Welcome to second semester!  
6th grade students have been 
working hard on their extended 
responses.  We were 
introduced to the I.E.I.E. 
format and have thrived in 

writing using this model.  This 
model also provides students 
with a strong basis for making 
connections to the text, while 
strengthening their writing 
skills.   
 
In addition to writing, students 
will also continue work in their 
literature circle groups.  
Literature circle groups provide 
students with the opportunity 
to work collaboratively with 
their peers in leading 
discussions about the text, 
drawing inferences regarding 
characters and their actions, 
and creating text-to-self 
connections.  These skills will 
prove invaluable in years to 
come. 
 
It is important to encourage 
your student to complete their 
literature circle work each 
week.  Due to the fact that 
literature circles are a 
collaborative effort, all group 
members must have their work 
complete in order to 
participate.  Students will 
change books this quarter, so 
be on the lookout for Number 
the Stars by Lois Lowry.  
Although the books will be kept 
here in our classroom, they are 
always available for checkout if 
homework/job sheets are not 
completed in class.    
 
In addition to literature circles, 
new Accelerated Reader goals 
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have been issued to each 6th 
grade student.  This new 
assignment is on a bright 
orange half sheet of paper that 
is stapled in the assignment 
notebook.  Third quarter ends 
March 23, 2012, but AR goals 
will be due Wednesday, March 
21, 2012 so I encourage all 
students to read at least thirty 
minutes every evening.  
 
I look forward to working with 
your children in the upcoming 
third quarter.   As always, if 
you have any questions please 
feel free to email me at: 
kandrade@itasca.k12.il.us or 
give me a call at: (630) 773-
0335 ext. 2210.   
 
 
Science – Mrs. Tinson  
 
During first semester, our sixth 
graders learned a lot about 
environmental issues and the 
impact of humans on our 
planet.  We learned about how 
we can help improve our world 
by using alternative energy 
sources and conserving 
resources.  As we completed 
our first unit of study, the 
students took a cumulative 
vocabulary test and 
demonstrated that they had 
incorporated many of the key 
terms into their vocabularies 
and understood the key 
concepts of our unit.   
 
When we got back from winter 
break we studied a mini-health 
unit on germs.  The students 
learned what makes us sick and 
how we can prevent infectious 
diseases from spreading. 
 
The new textbooks have been 
issued and we are delving into 
Cells and Heredity.  The 
students will learn about the 
parts of a cell and how a cell 

works within an organism.  
Later they will learn about 
genetics and heredity. The 
vocabulary can be challenging, 
and I encourage students to 
make flashcards to practice as 
they master their new Key 
Terms.  The chapters are 
interrelated, so it is essential 
that they not fall behind.  As 
always, one of the best 
preparation tools is the 
PHSchool.com website that 
accompanies the textbook.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students head to the Spring 
Brook Nature Center January 
23, 24 and 25.  This trip 
highlights and reiterates many 
of the important lessons of our 
environmental study.  The 
students spend the morning 
learning about buckthorn, an 
exotic (invasive) species.  We 
then venture outside to remove 
this non-native plant from the 
nature center’s grounds.  In the 
afternoon, we master the 
nuances of the food web in a 
tag game of “eat or be eaten.”  
Once we get to work, no one 
complains about the cold, but it 
is important to dress in layers.  
 
 

Reminder:  The Peacock 
Science Fair will be held in the 
gym on Saturday, February 4, 
from 9am-11am.  All students 
are welcome to come and see 
their classmates’ exhibits. There 
were many wonderful projects 
and the 6th grade will be well 
represented at the Fair.    

 

Math – Mr. Behrendt 
 
As our sixth graders enter the 
third quarter, they are 
encountering less review work 
and more new concepts in 
math.  Next week in all our 
math classes, we will be 
discussing learning and grades 
and expectations, as I remind 
students which habits they 
must continue building to reach 
their potential. 
 
In the classroom, students 
must be willing and able to 
focus on what we do each class 
period.  One way to maintain 
focus is to answer questions 
when possible and especially to 
ask questions as needed.  
Another is to take careful notes 
in class.  We have learned early 
in the year how to do all these 
things and reviewed them 
periodically.  Since students 
correct their own homework 
from answers given in class, it 
is especially important that they 
ask about problems they 
answered incorrectly and are 
struggling to understand.  
There is time to ask these 
questions every time we correct 
homework.  Also, at this time of 
the year, most students need to 
restock on pencils and red 
pens, and might very well need 
a new math notebook as they 
use the final pages in their 
current notebook. 
 
At home, students must of 
course do all homework and 
study in advance for tests.  A 
key in math is to spend that 
extra homework time on a 
problem that is frustrating; that 
is, rather than leaving it blank 
and asking about it in class the 
next day, students should 
spend some time struggling 
with the problem, trying 
different strategies.  Even if the 



final answer a student writes is 
incorrect, the student is 
building the habit of 
perseverance, and of course we 
can talk about the problem 
during the next class. 
 
A student having difficulty in 
math has options.  He or she 
can see me before or after 
school most days for extra help 
or to have material re-explained 
or to ask questions.  There is 
also morning tutorial available 
in two classrooms from 7:15 – 
7:50 a.m. every day Monday 
through Friday.  After school on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Wednesdays, there is tutorial 
from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. in the 
Media Center, where there are 
teachers able to help students 
with questions or guide them in 
beginning their homework.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition, my common time 
class is devoted to working with 
students who are having the 
greatest difficulty in math.  At 
Peacock, we use Discovery Test 
results, results from eight-
minute progress monitoring 
tests that measure computation 
and problem-solving, and 
classwork to help determine 
which students would benefit 
from extra help.   
 
In the sixth grade math classes, 
we will spend the third quarter 
finishing our work with 
geometric figures and formulas, 
followed by units on fractions, 
ratio, and proportion.  The 
advanced math classes will 
work on those same topics, 
plus an introduction to 
percents.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In December, all sixth graders 
took the Winter Discovery Test 
in math.  This test is a follow-
up to the test we took in early 
September, and the results will 
allow me to identify and revisit 
concepts that students might 
need to review in the next six 
weeks prior to ISAT testing. 
 

 
As always, please contact me 
by voice mail at 630-773-0335, 
x2104, or by email at 
cbehrendt@itasca.k12.il.us with 
any questions or concerns. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If We All Go In A CIRCLE . . . 

Why Is It Called “SQUARE” Dancing???


